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“Scuba Storyteller: 

How I Turned Four Decades 
of Dive Logs into a Book”

By Gil Zeimer



        
   Raise Your Hand…
• If you’ve logged every
   dive you’ve ever done
• Did that then, not now
• Posted images/videos 
    to  social media
• Written a story/blog



        
        Fast Facts:
• Diver since 1985
• Published > 300 scuba 
    stories since 1994
• > 25 magazines, 
   newspapers & websites
•15-year NCUPS member
•20-year MSC member



        
        Fast Facts:
• Retired advertising  
    copywriter
• 2x skin cancer survivor
• Married to a non-diver
    for 34 years
• We negotiate our vacays



        
   
  Fast Facts: Where I’ve Published
• Scuba Times  • Scuba Show  • Scuba Radio
• Scuba Diving Industry Magazine
• California Diving News • DAN Alert Diver
• inDEPTH Magazine        • X-Ray Magazine
• Sport Diver                      • Dive Travel  
• Dive Pacific     • Asian Diver 
• Adventure Journal        • Scuba Diver Life
• Sun Divers Roatan         • Undercurrent
• NCUPS                               • Marin Scuba Club 
• Medium                             • Desert Dolphins
• Local Getaways            • S.F. Chronicle
• L.A. Times                         • Marin IJ



• 65 of my favorites    
    are now in my book
• More than half were 
    written from logbooks
• Others are about  
    the diving industry
• I strive to create 
    funny headlines 
    and strong ledes



   My Philosophy:

•Diving is a serious,  
   potentially 
   dangerous sport
• I tend to look on 
    its lighter side
• Chronological order
• I’ll read a few tonight  
• Save your questions until the end 



My First Time
“You always remember   
 your first dive. It’s 
 right up there with 
 your first kiss… your 
 first boy/girlfriend…
 your first car… and
 the first time you ‘did’  
 it.”– SDIM Magazine

Grand Cayman, 1981                                                                         Granbury, TX – 1985



Don’t Stop Belizin’: 
Surviving a Two-Star

Liveaboard at a 
Five-Star Destination

“In 1987, I booked my 
first liveaboard. When I 
look back, I must have 
been out of my mind. 

Only 10 dives…”



Low Anxiety: Getting   
  Narked in Belize’s 
    Great Blue Hole
“What’s round, midnight 
blue, and over 1,000 feet 
deep? It’s where I got 
narked, ran out of air, and 
broke my watch.”

               Alert Diver



A Little Kelp With 
My Friends: Diving 

in California’s 
Channel Islands

“My first trip in 1987 
to dive among the kelp 
forests was going to be 

spectacular. But all I could 
think about was my 

hemorrhoids.”



Warm Memories of 
Hypothermia

“Mark Twain once said, ‘The 
coldest winter I ever spent was a

 summer in San Francisco.’ 
The same might be said about a 
three-tank, one-day boat dive in 

1988 in Monterey, California, 
when the ocean temp was 50o.”

Dive Pacific.co.nz



The Day I Rode a
Manta Ray: 

An Ecologically 
Incorrect Thing 

I’ll Never Do Again

“I was once blessed to be in 
exactly the right place at 
exactly the right time.”

Dive Pacific Magazine



Waterlogged Proposals
 Taking The Plunge Into Marriage

“I tried to propose to my 
wife underwater in Provo. 
She almost drowned…”

       Dive Travel Magazine



  
      Maui March Madness
     Honeymooning With Humpbacks

      Adventure Journal Magazine



   
“While on my honeymoon, I fell in love with 

another man. So did my wife. And we're 
not even swingers.

“He was a big fella–45 feet long, 30 tons, 
and had a beautiful voice. Though he was 

about 200 yards away, we heard his 
haunting calls while we were snorkeling 

and felt the sound waves reverberate 
through our bodies. It was like getting 
splashed with a liquid wave of sound.”



        So, You Can’t 
        Make The Reef

“I became the poster child for 
Murphy’s Law at the Great 
Barrier Reef. I assumed the 
world’s largest living thing would 
be easy to visit. I assumed wrong.
Four of my five planned dive days 
were canceled.”
       Scuba Times Magazine



         My Dive Buddy 
          Wears Diapers

“My dive buddy prefers warm water. 
So do I. Every evening around 8 p.m., 
we gather our gear, approach the dive 
site, and take the plunge.

“Her dive conditions: Water temp, 
90o; depth, 6 inches; bottom time, 
30 minutes; swells, 1-2 inches.”
        Dive Travel Magazine



 M-I-C K-E-Y   S-C-U-B-A:
          Diving in Disney World’s 
       Six-Million Gallon Aquarium

“I met Walt Disney in 1956 in 
Anaheim. Forty years later, I never 
imagined that I'd dive in his aquarium 
in Orlando, Florida, through the 
EPCOT DiveQuest Program.”

        NCUPS Newsletter



Just Back From…
Scuba Diving in 
Kosrae, Micronesia
“I went because Kosrae offers 
some of the world’s best
diving with pristine reefs, 
100-foot-plus visibility, 85-
degree water, and more than 
200 species of coral.”

        FAM Trip: San Francisco Chronicle



The Sun Also Burns –
Alert Diver

Skin Cancer: 
Preventing The World’s 
Most Prevalent Diving 
Injury – SDIM
“Wear sunscreen” – Kurt Vonnegut



    Say Hello to My 
Little Cayman Friends

“These are entries from my diver’s 
logbook for a trip in February 2020 
with the Marin Scuba Club, just 
before COVID-19 disrupted our 
travels and our lives. I made many 
friends there, especially those with 
gills and fins.”



Drift Diving Away 
     in Cozumel

“I’ve done a variety of drift 
dives in my underwater life 
and each of them has offered 
different challenges. But 
when you dive in Cozumel, 
virtually all of the dives are
drift dives with strong 
currents and shifting winds.”



Cozumel, Mahahual
& Roatan by Cruise Ship

“I'm in a mixed marriage: 
I dive; my wife doesn't. 

“As we age, it's become more 
difficult to plan a vacation that 
satisfies both of us. A 3,500-
passenger ‘liveaboard’ seemed
like the right solution.”              
                                    Undercurrent





A Few Photos…















X-Ray Magazine
    (Denmark)















                A Few Testimonials:
• “Every now and then, a voice comes along that 
makes you laugh, makes you think, and makes you 
remember why you got into diving. That voice 
belongs to Gil Zeimer.” – William Cline, SDIM
• “I was laughing so hard, I nearly peed in my dry 
suit.” – Jeffrey Bozanic, Ph.D.
• ”If a dive log could talk, it would sound like Scuba 
Storyteller.” – Natalie Shuman, Sun Divers Roatan
• It’s like swapping stories with your favorite dive 
buddy.” – Dr. Alex Brylske



Buy an autographed paperback via 
mail like Jen ($26: Zelle or check) 
or just get it via Amazon. 

            And please write a review.



See you at Scuba Show:
“Blue Friday”, Sat. 5/30,

10:30–11:15 am;
“Scuba Storyteller”, 

Sun., 5/31, 
2:30 – 3:15 pm

My affiliate link:
   https://scubashow.com/?partner=

Scuba Storyteller

https://scubashow.com/?partner=Scuba%20Storyteller
https://scubashow.com/?partner=Scuba%20Storyteller


Any Questions?

Want to become a 
Blue Friday 

Ambassador?

Get in touch/read more: 
www.ScubaStoryteller.com 

http://www.scubastoryteller.com/

