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“Embrace The Global 

Blue Friday Phenomenon: 
Don’t Shop… Dive!”

By Gil Zeimer



What We’ll Cover
   
• History of Blue Friday
• How it’s evolved over 5 years
• Who’s participated to date
• How you can participate
• My role as publicist/cheerleader
• Ask questions at anytime



Fast Facts
   
• Resort course 1981
• Certified in 1985
• Written >300 articles
• Author of “Scuba Storyteller”
• Married to a non-diver
• Live in San Rafael, CA



Which do you prefer on Black Friday?
       

  Trying to park here?      OR   Parking yourself here?



Which do you prefer on Black Friday?
       

 Being mauled at the mall?  OR   Answering the call?



Which do you prefer on Black Friday?
       

Saving a few bucks?         OR       Taking a few shots?



         

      Blue Friday = Diving on Black Friday
• Launched in 2021 
    by Ken Carter of the
    MarinScubaClub.org
• Took his son to 
    Point Lobos, CA.
• Wanted to give back to 
    the Earth and skip 
    plastic consumerism
• Anyone can participate

https://marinscubaclub.org/


                       Blue Friday By The Numbers

• 2021: 6 divers, 1 country      🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 

• 2022: 10 divers, 1 country   🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿
             🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 
• 2023: 15 divers, 2 countries:
    US, Honduras                             🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 
                                 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿



                  Blue Friday By The Numbers

• 2024: 20 divers, 4 countries:     🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿
    US, Mexico, Honduras, AU          🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿  
                                                                🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿
               🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 
              



                  Blue Friday By The Numbers
• 2025: >75 divers, 4 continents

    🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿

              

🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿
🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿
🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿
🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿
🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿 🤿



Blue Friday By The Numbers

• The 3 Tipping Points in 2025

                          1) A Global Alliance

  

              
    



2) Article in California Diving News



3) A Press Release in Dive News Wire



                       Blue Friday 5.0 Participants

57 F., Viz: 10-30’: Pt. Lobos         85 F., Viz: 30’ (Pool)



                       Blue Friday 5.0 Participants

59 F., Viz: 25’: La Jolla       63 F., Viz: 30’ Viz: Catalina



                       Blue Friday 5.0 Participants

      80 F., Viz: 50+’: Kona         Air: 32 F.; Water: 80 F.: Chicago



                       Blue Friday 5.0 Participants



                     Blue Friday 5.0 Participants
• Sun Divers Roatan hosted a 
    PADI Dive Against Debris and
    beach clean-up = 94.48 lbs. trash
 
• “Blue Friday is our favorite kind 
    of gathering — locals, visitors, 
    and our entire dive tribe coming 
    together for one purpose: 
    protect the ocean we all love 
    and share.” 
    – Natalie Shuman, co-owner



                       Blue Friday 5.0 
             Participants

• Dive Queensland
    – 22 passengers on Mike
       Ball’s Dive Expeditions’           
       Spoilsport for 6 days
• From the USA, UK, France,
    China, and Australia



                       Blue Friday 5.0 Participants



                       Blue Friday 5.0 Participants



                       Blue Friday 5.0 Participants



    Blue Friday 6.0 Participants to Date
• Marin Scuba Club/Amigos Del Mar: Banco Chinchorro
• Sun Divers Roatan – 4th year
• GreenFins.net: 1,500 marine tourism operators
• Reef-World.org: A coral reef conservation charity
• Dive Queensland – 3rd year
• DivePlanit.com – An Australian Dive Travel Agency
• The Coral Reef Alliance: Coral.org
• Jami Leslie Feldman: #Underwater Paparazzi
• Chicago Underseas Explorer Society (CUES)
• Dive Academy Fiji
• West Side Scuba Center, Barbados
• Family Divers/Kids Sea Camp at Dive St. Lucia



     

   

     Blue Friday 6.0 Participants to Date
• Blue-Friday.ca: Ocean conservation NPO in Canada
• Jack’s Dive Locker, HI
• Dive Carib, Antigua 
• Alacosta Divers, Orinda, CA
• Desert Dolphins, Tucson, AZ     • DivePacific.co.nz
• High Plains Scuba Center, CO    • Blue Planet DC 
• PURP (Purple Urchin Removal Project), Northern Calif.
• Rainbow Reef Divers, Key Largo, FL
• Howard Rosenstein, Israel  • Scuba Show Long Beach
• Dive News Wire                       • Scuba Radio
• Best Publishing Company    • Scuba Diving Industry Mag.



       How to Participate in Black Friday 6.0
• Black Friday is celebrated in 120 countries;
   people dive in 170 countries
• Get wet with your dive club members
• Go diving, snorkeling or ocean swimming 
• Sponsor beach clean-up or a Dive Against Debris
• Promote ocean awareness, protection, and marine 
    conservation to create a positive wave of change
• Publicize it on social media; send me an email
    so I can promote it in advance and archive it later



 How to Participate in Black Friday 6.0
If you’re a retailer, liveaboard, resort or other 
dive operation:
• Host a “Black and Blue Friday Event” –– 
    a Black Friday Sale and a Blue Friday Dive
• Stagger your Black Friday sales: kick it off 
    a week earlier or host it all week long
• Host a Blue Friday Beach or Debris Clean-Up
• Charter a boat on Blue Friday, Bluer Saturday,
    and Bluest Sunday



     
   

   Blue Friday 6.0 Target Participants
• California Diving News / Scuba Diver NA/UK/AU/NZ
• Scuba Diving Magazine 
• DEMA
• PADI / PADI Aware
• NAUI
• SSI
• The Avelo System
• Aggressor Adventures
• You??? – Let’s hear some of your ideas…



Any Questions?

Who wants to become a 
Blue Friday Ambassador?

Follow me:
Facebook  Instagram    LinkedIn

www.ScubaStoryteller.com

To participate, email: gil@zeimer.com

https://www.facebook.com/GilZeimerAuthor
https://www.instagram.com/gilzeimer/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/zeimer/
http://www.scubastoryteller.com/
mailto:gil@zeimer.com

